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[II:1 A] 


[B] 


“Tt is as at the beginning, ‘And God said to Moses and to Aaron, “This 
new moon is to you the beginning of months” (Ex. 12:1). 


Tobiah, the physician, saw the new moon in Jerusalem— he, his 
son, and his freed slave: 


The priests accepted him and his son, but disqualified his slave as 
unfit. But when they came before the court, they accepted him and his 
slave but disqualified his son, because he is a relative. 


1:7 


[A] These are the ones who are invalid [to testify about the appearance of 


the new moon]: 


[B] (1) he who plays with dice, (2) they who lend on interest, (3) they who 


race pigeons, (4) they who trade in produce of the Seventh Year, 
(5) and slaves. 


[C] This is the governing principle: Any evidence that a woman is not 
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valid [to offer], also they are not valid [to offer]. 
Who is one who plays with dice? 


All the same are those who play with dice, plays with nut shells or 
with pomegranates. 


When can they accept him [who gambles with dice] back? After he 
breaks the dice and is examined and is found to have completely 
repented. 


they who lend on interest: 


As to one who lends on interest, when can they accept him back? After 
he tears up his documents and is examined and it turns out that he has 
completely repented. 


they who race pigeons: 


As to one who races pigeons, that is whether he races pigeons or races 
other animals, a beast of chase or a bird. 


[C] From what time may they accept him back? 


[D] After he breaks his snares and is examined and turns out to have 
repented completely. 


they who trade in produce of the Seventh Year: 


That is a specialist in trading in the Seventh Year. Who is such a one? 
It is he who sits idle through the whole cycle, but when the Sabbatical 


